The all-out strike on Tuesday 28 deliveaamassive
blow to the Local Government Association and to@wern-
ment. Over one million employees took strike actidnch
resulted in the closure of 17,500 schools, thousahdlbrar-
ies, council offices, refuse depots, crematoriucofieges ang
universities, transport and other services, inclggirobation
and police services. The fact that the strike voawell ob-
served shows just how angry members feel abouattbenpts
to cheat them out of their hard-earned pensions.

The immediate effect of the strike waslémnonstrate tg
the LGA and the Government that we will not have @en-
sions trashed without a fight. It also led dire¢tyfurther ne-
gotiations, brokered by the TUC, which are undertay
week. Should those negotiations not deliver oursaimen
over one million members will be called out inoding pro-

gramme of regional strike action between 25 an4@i.




The day started very, very early. &
Pickets assembled at workplaces as e
as dawn, to ensure that every one of tk
few strike-breakers, were greeted in th
appropriate way. As ever, some peoplg
were persuaded to join the union rathe
than cross picket lines, and several we
on to join their comrades. Those who lf |
received exemptions were asked to
contribute to the hardship fund, to helg
assist those members with genuine

financial difficulties. Although a few people didoss the picket
line at the Town Hall, many of these claimed theind actually
work for the Council (consultants or contractorg)ugh that didn’t
prevent them from being encouraged to respectittketpline.
M Pickets at the Town Hall were treated to an alclbgzerformance of
‘Magician Prescott, and the amazing disappearimgipas’
performed by the Red Card Theatre Company. Yopcalnabl
work out the plot, and if yo -
watched the TV news that [
night, you may have seen
snippets on evening news
9 bulletins.

Just like all council
offices, it was a very empty
Town Hall all day. In the
words of a very senior
manager (who had an

# - exemption and legitimately [1 2 (3
/ popped in and out of the
Town Hall) “there’s a few in there, but they'rethatg round like

scabs in a jam jar.” And across the city, the waagjority of primary schools were closed, as
were housing and social services offices, librasied other council offices and depots. That
venerable organ of local government, the Municmlrnal confirmed what we all know, that
Manchester
organised the
most effective
strike action in thg
country, and that
is due in large pa
to the excellent
work of stewards
and members

from across the | =
Pa— City. 0 &
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“Thanks to the hundreds of thousands
UNISON members on strike. Your action,
together with colleagues from other unions
shows that more than a million public-secto
workers are prepared to stand up and fight
protect their pensions.

Care workers, teaching assistants, ref
collectors, librarians and school meals worl
were among more than 1.4 million public
service workers who took part in the bigges
industrial action this country has seen since
the General Strike.

We didn't want to take strike action, bt
with the employers refusing to listen and th
government keeping quiet, we had no choit

Thank you to every UNISON member
who took strike action in a massive show o}
strength. The '
employers and the
government now

we will fight to
defend our pensions

use
&reentis, said, “We have deferred the strike by
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dihe week-long strike of 1000 meat inspectors
in England, Scotland and Wales, due to start
from midnight Sunday 2 April, was deferred
0y UNISON to allow exploratory talks,

tgrokered by the TUC, to take place on
Monday in a ‘positive climate’.

UNISON General Secretary, Dave

our meat inspectors to allow exploratory talks
tto take place on

, Monday in a

positive climate.
“The regional

@Qut action planned
for later this month and national action in

F May remains in place. The 11 trade unions

involved in the dispute will discuss over the
next week further selective, national and
regional action.

“The Government and the local
government employers must remain in no
doubt that our members remain very angry
about the way in which they are being treated
and will expect those talks to deliver. More
than a million members of the local
government pension scheme will be watching
the progress of those talks carefully.

“It's clear that our one day strike by
more than one milli
planned week-lon
strike by over
1000 meat hygie
inspectors was
effective.

“Three-
guarters of those
on strike on
Tuesday were
women, many
low-paid
providing services
four our local
communities.
They care for us,
we should care for them.”
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Although negotiations have now resumed, Some members suffered significant
still too early to assume they’ll be successful. S loss and hardship by doing the right thing
we need to be prepared to take further action if and taking strike action to help themselves
necessary to protect our pensions; if we lose th and their colleagues. The Branch has
round in the pensions dispute, the one thing yoiestablished a hardship fund, and we’re keer
can be sure of is that the next battle will be évicto receive donations from members who ca
as difficult. So here’s three things you can do to afford to help colleagues who’ve sacrificed

help us win: more than most.
Talk to your colleagues about the pension Any members who
iIssue, and get your workplace united were on holiday or who
Make sure everyone in your workplace is ahad an official
member of UNISON exemption are
Write (again) to your councillors and MP to especially encouraged to donate, given that
get their support they will not have had their pay deducted.
: Please send cheques made out to
0 01 ! 2 Manchester UNISON Hardship Fund to the
2 Branch Office.

The following statement was released by
Manchester City Council to the media on the
Monday prior to the March 28 strike action

Want to join UNISON and get more
information about the benefits of
membership?

Do you want to become a steward and
help colleagues in your workplace?

Whatever your query or concern,
contact your workplace steward or
the Branch Office at:

UNISON Manchester
# $ 3 — 5 St. John Street
% & Manchester M3 4DN
Tel: 254 7500 Fax: 254 7515

' Branch website:
www.unisonmanchester.org

( e-mail:
branch@unisonmanchester.org

) National helpline: 0845 355 0845




